Anthon Community Methodist Church
37 Sunday of Advent
Lay Pastor Shirley Nelson
December 14, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m.

Prelude and Lighting of Altar Candles

We Gather in God’s Presence

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Peace and Joy Candles

Opening Song  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” UMH #89

Call to Worship Liturgist: Sue Wilson

: Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say Rejoice!

: Our Peace and Joy is in the Lord who blesses us.

: Shout for joy, for the Lord is near!

: Our praises ascend to God for the mighty things God has done.

: Let your praise dance and swirl in tribute to God!

: Surely God blesses and saves us. Hallelujah! Praise be to God.
AMEN.

s A nla-Neal-Ne

Opening Prayer
Jesus, You are the founder and perfecter of our faith. We face
nothing that is without purpose in Your perfect plan for us.
Choosing to cling to joy when life is hard comes only through the
power of Christ, who strengthens us and transforms the impossible
into possible. I taste Your joy, Lord, but hunger for more. Satisfy my
desire to be filled with joy as I remember You are always here, ever-
present, and caring. Give us the Power to celebrate Hope, Peace and
Joy. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Special Music “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem”

Roger Hladik

We Hear God’s Word

First Reading Isaiah 9: 6-7

Second Reading (responsively) Psalm 29 UMH #761

Hymn of Preparation “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” UMH #218

Gospel Lesson Philippians 4: 4-9

Today Message “Peace and Joy” Shirley

God Calls Us to Respond

PRAYERS OF THE PASTOR AND PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns)
The Lord’s Prayer

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings
*Doxology #95
Prayer of Dedication
ALL: Lord, we dedicate these offerings to you. Use them according to
your will and help us to give with pure hearts, knowing that
everything we have is a gift from you. AMEN.

Closing Hymn “Joy to the World” UMH #246

Sending Forth with Blessing

Postlude

IMIDISEETS. ..ottt e et e e EVERYONE!

Lay Pastor......coooieiiii e Shirley Nelson
LAtUI@IST. et Sue Wilson
Organist/PianiSt.......c..ooviviiiiiiiiiii e e e Eileen Van Meeteren

IN THE CIRCLE OF OUR CONCERN:
OUR COUNTRY, OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN, our church, our
community leaders, our president, our farmers, Bobby Lewis,

Tom & Cindy Herrick, Ed and Carol Davis, Alta Patterson, Trisha Theisen,
Eleanore Lewis, Rick Gubbels, Lana Kropf, Tracy Lewis, Bettina Perkins,
Elwanda Sheriff, Sally Schram, Kathy Hodgdon, Evelyn Dicks (Becky Marshall’s
mother), Eileen Klindt, Lyle Schram and Roger Nelson.

Remember our Nursing Home Residents!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

December 15: Ad Board and Finance meeting. 4:30 p.m.



December 17: W.O.F. meal deliveries. 10:30

December 17: A Walk Through Bethleham, 6pm-8pm. Details on Flyer in
fellowship hall.

December 24: Christmas Eve Service. 6:00 p.m
December 25: Merry Christmas
Poinsettias would be welcome to help decorate the sanctuary. Please feel

free to drop them off in the hallway by the office.

Mission Projects:

We will contine to collect clothes and blankets for the Gospel Mission and the
Warming Shelter until December 1. There is a tote in the fellowship hall for
gloves, mittens and scarves for the warming shelter.

Dec Readers: Dec. 14- Sue Wilson, Dec. 21-JoLynne Reimert, Dec. 28-Kathy
Hodgdon, Jan. 4-Erin Baird

Weekly Birthdays and Anniversaries: Gary Beeson (18), Jacque Gothier
(22).

Nov./Dec. Upper Room Devotionals are on the table in the Fellowship Hall.

Anthon Military: To our men and women in uniform.... past, present and
future, God Bless You and Thank You! If you have a loved one connected
to the service, please let us know.
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THE SEASON OF ADVENT
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